
2013 Chairman’s Report 

 

I usually start to write the Chairman’s Report in December, so I shall start this years’ report by 

welcoming Jo Wroughton to the Parish Council following her election in December due to the 

resignation of Cllr Peter Walters who had moved to Bingham. 

 

Part of the Chairman’s job is to bring to the Parish Councils notice changes in Government policy that 

effect the way local government services will be provided, and with the help of the Clerk formulate 

changes to the Council’s policies. 

 

Since 2004 there have been major changes in the way local councils are expectedto work in 

partnership with community and voluntary groups, and we of course have to attend training seminars 

run by the Borough Council and other agencies who themselves try to give us the tools to explain   

some of the complex changes, such as the Governments recent Welfare Reform Act,which apart from 

pensionersis affecting all people including those on Housing Benefit. 

 

Other major changes is the Localisation of Council Tax Support, and changes to the Local Tax Base 

which seems to show that all local taxation is due to rise in the coming years with residents in 

Rushcliffe facing far higher charges than some residents living in a more affluent areas of the country. 

I am pleased to say that this year the Parish Council will not be raising its charge to cover any extra 

costs and will continue to source grants for future projects. 

 

Though the Government has set out its commitment and support for local councils taking on an 

enhanced role in the community and in the delivery of some services through the Localism Act and 

the Open Public Services White Paper, we still do not have any real idea how any meaningful services 

can be taken on and what will be financed other than the ‘Lengthmans Scheme’ This scheme can be a 

local arrangement or it could be with surrounding town and parish councilsand will be paid for with a 

grant from Notts County Council; a local person is tasked with giving extra cuts to grassed areas and 

footpaths, strimming overgrowth and improving visibility at junctions andreporting safety defects to 

the County Council following complaints from residents. Last year the Parish Council declined to join 

the Pilot Scheme because we saw no benefit to our Council Tax payers; this year following changes to 

the scheme we may now apply for the grant. 

 
The Local Improvement Scheme: 
 

The LIS initiative was developed by Notts County Council to promote a wide range of environmental 

improvements and services across the County to benefit local communities. 

All of these services are brought about by grants from the LIS for Environmental Improvements, such 

as the Jubilee Garden and new front doors and notice board at the Memorial Hall and plays a big part 

in Local Identity Projects, but the scheme also covers Conservation, Heritage & Archaeology and 

the scheme also repairs and restores War Memorials. 

Since the Scheme began 82 different projects have been completed in Rushcliffe including the 

provision of a new Skatepark in Radcliffe on Trent. 

 
Housing Development /Affordable Homes / Social Housing: 
 

Once again the Parish Council supported the Midlands Rural Housing in carrying out another Housing 

Needs Survey on behalf of Rushcliffe BC and Waterloo Housing Group with the result that a further 

12 properties are being built on the basis that 6 will be for the part ownership ‘Home Buy’ and the 

remainder will be for Social Housing. Sadly I have to report that the properties built on Barlows Close 

have developed a number of problems, with owners and tenants suffering some major defaults to 

water systems and whilst the problems have been reported little has been done to rectify the faults 

other than at the owners’ expense. 

 

 



Policing 
 

Local Police Area Group meetings continue to be held on a regular basis and despite pre publicity for 

the public to attend, most meetings are attended by councillors from other villages and it seems that 

the same priorities are reset. The Police have asked the Parish Council for the use of the Old School 

for one hour twice a month for a trial period for an extra Police surgery to be held on Wednesday 

afternoons. 

In Cropwell Bishop we continue to have a low serious crime rate, though we do have spates of 

burglaries and thefts from farms, and as this report is written there is an on-going joint operationwith 

Leicestershire Police with officers from both Police Forces carrying out vehicle checks. 

 

Speed /Lorry watch: 
 

The Lorry Watch scheme, started last year is proving less than the success it was hoped to be, mainly 

down to residents being reluctant to contact myself or the County’s Trading Standards Officers with 

offending vehicles registration and company names. 

Speeding traffic continues to be a major problem and due to a campaign by village children a new 

Pedestrian system is to be introduced shortly on Church Street. Once again the speed watch team is 

suffering from a lack of volunteers in this village, but as villagers in Cotgrave and Cropwell Butler 

become more concerned with speeding traffic they have approached us to help train volunteers and set 

up their own groups. So far Cotgravehas under gone training and their Town Council have committed 

to purchasing a speed device. 

 

The Environment: 
 

Our village Ranger continues to do a superb job in keeping the village clean and tidy with entrances to 

the village being made a priority because we believe that first appearances tell visitors and those 

passing through about the character of the village and those living in it, and it is for this reason we 

may seek to join the ‘Lengthmans’ scheme. 

It is during the seasons the appearance of the village shows how essential the partnership with the 

Gardening Club and its members is, with the Pinfold well-tended and theplanter at the Church kept in 

good order with regular changes of plants; and despite the disruption this year due to the building 

work at the Old School they have managed to keep the garden and planters filled with seasonal 

bedding plants and the new Jubilee garden finally brings some environmentalenhancement to the 

derelict area between the Church and the Old School. 

 

The Allotment site is still filled with eager members and is as popular now as when first started;The 

Allotment Association and the Gardening Club have now turned the Horticultural Show into an 

annual event open to everyone and all abilities. 

 

Youth Activities: 
 

Youth Club: The CKOB have had quite a successful year with membership having grown to 120 and 

another intake in September will increase numbers further. At present we have an average attendance 

of 60 + per session where all can socialise with their friends or take part in organised activities of their 

choice in a safe environment. It is led by Jo Wroughton and some parent volunteers in supervised 

sessions in and out of the Old School building with Sport Coaching, and other things to do,include 

Jewellery Making, Crafts, and Computer time again under supervision, and use of Wii and X Boxes 

and Scalectrix sessions. All this is wholly financed by weekly subscriptions as we receiveno support 

from Notts County Council Youth Services. In order to ensure the Clubs long term sustainability and 

the aspiration of its membersfor weekly sessions, more volunteers are needed to help supervise on a 

rota basis for Friday nights. 

 

Scouts: Due to the growing Cub Pack of 32 there is now a need to split the pack in two. 

Beavers have already been split and meet Thursday and Friday nights. 



Scouts also have 22 members and each section currently has a Leader, assistant leader and the 

occasional parent helpers. 

A portable container has been purchased and planning permission has been obtained by the Parish 

Council to site the container next to the one owned by the Parish Council on the Playing Field. It will 

be used to store the group’s equipment and leaders resources. It was reported that Fund Raising will 

be an on-going aim as well as seeking grant funding. 

 

The Old School Community Building: 
 

Now that the building of the extension and refurbishment is over, we are pleased to have received 

very positive responses from all the users and they are well satisfied with the finished building, which 

reflects in the 50.08 % increase in bookings, and apart from the odd Friday night all other week nights 

are fully booked with regular bookings, and because of the overhead projector and screen we are 

starting to see various groups and organisations booking the building during the day for seminars and 

meetings. We are also proving to be a popular venue for children’s parties at weekends. 

 

Grants: 
We are proud of our relationship with the local Primary School and through liaison we have listened 

to the young people and are now trying to source grant funding for their choice of the new play 

equipment for the playing field for the older children to enjoy. We hope to hear if we have been 

successful in our bid to WREN, the Landfill Tax Fund, at the end of May. 

Though the Clerk has been extremely good gaining grant funding for the village and especially for the 

Old School, many funding agencies are now under extreme pressure as the Government reduces 

funding to Departments, but a number of Charities supported by Philanthropists are still willing to 

support a wide variety of projects. 

 

As well as sourcing grants for large projects, the Parish Council has its own Community Fund which 

is able to help fund village groups. In the past year we have been able to offer financial support to the 

Baby & Toddler group for new equipment, the Methodist Church for the running of the Holiday Club, 

Cropwell Bishop Primary School for the DARE Programme, Vale First Responders for running costs, 

the Methodist Church, St Giles Church and Friends of the School all received financial help with their 

Jubilee events. 

 

Training:  
The Clerk has completed the training needed for us to gain the General Power of Competence and she 

continues with website training to enable information to be uploaded more quickly. 

Cllr J Gelsthorpe undertook the training to become a personal Licensee which helps in the running of 

the Licenced Bar at the Old School. 

Cllrs C Bryan, J Greenwood and A Wilson along with the Clerk continue to attend as many 

relevantworkshops and training seminars as possible to keep up with ever changing Government 

policies and new initiatives 

I can report that the Parish Council has now met the criteria to adopt the General Power of 

Competence, which should enable us to consider further innovative projects in the future to meet the 

needs of local people. 

 

Entertainments and Activities Group: 
 
The Cinema Club have given us a whole range of top quality films this year and this is due to the 

participation of the audience who have contacted Judith and Jane with the names of some films that 

may not have made the block buster list but have proven to be entertaining. 

We have also been able to provide Film Matinees during half term breaks thanks to Jane, Judith and 

Jacki and help from Julie Page. 

For the senior members of the village we had,organised by Jacki Grice and Judith Gelsthorpe a 

Christmas film ‘The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel’followed by a Buffet lunch with the help of Myra & 

Howard Kendall, Margaret Paul and Mike Elliott which was again much appreciated by the 



audienceThe annual Quiz proved a sell out again, and my thanks go to Pete Collinson for organising 

and running the night with help from Mell & Bob Stanley, Jane & Tim Travis and Steve & Judith 

Gelsthorpe. 

Future ideas include organising a Afternoon Tea Dances. 

Jacki Grice has sourced through Notts County Council the promotion of Village Ventures to bring 
tothe village, Artists, Entertainers and Groups. It is hoped that these will begin in September. 

 

The 60s Music Night organised by Elaine Robinson was a real winner, and her May Cabaret 
&Canapés with the Beau Bow Belles sold out in days, by just word of mouth. She is also planning a 

Music Evening for the autumn.  

 

Other groups from the village such as The Cropwell Singersorganised A Winter Warmer with a 

night of song which sold out. 

But with success comes the odd failure with ‘Cropwell’s Got Talent’ being cancelled through lack 

acts coming forward, but the good side to this, it has found one more act for Picnic in the Park. 
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