
2014 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 

As you know from last year I always start writing my report in December and as I sat down 

to put a few headings together I thought‘ what challenges are we going to face in 2014’.  

First we have the continued reductions in the parish tax base which is part of the 

Governments localisation of council tax that I reported last year and the changes that finance 

local councils.  

 

Because local councils have been disadvantaged by these changes, Central Government have 

sought to overcome this unintended consequence by paying a mitigation grant to billing 

authorities and to reflect these changes Rushcliffe BC are providing this temporary grant to 

Parish Councils.The grant will be reduced againnext year and will soon cease alltogether 

which will mean increasesin parish precepts for several yearsto come. 

 

We were fortunate last year to be able to absorb the reduction and also reduce our precept; 

however, that grant was reduced further this year and despite making cuts to our budget we 

have had to make the decision to raise the precept by 2%.  

 

After setting our precept we were then unfortunate to have a break in at the Councils’ 

container on the playing field and the theft of much of the Council’s equipment. Replacing 

this stolen equipment has brought its own problems, with the insurers informing us that we 

can no longer store any equipment in the existing container but must have a new alarmed one 

placed in a more secure area. Of course we had not budgeted fora new container, and this has 

resulted in the Clerk having to make further reductions to some of next year’s budgets and 

using monies from this year’s budget underspend and council reserves. 

 

Having reported on the negative I am pleased and relieved that we have not been earmarked 

for large scale housing developmentin Rushcliffe Borough Councils Core Strategy, with the 

impact in this area of major development falling on Cotgrave. With this, it will bring 

substantial changes to that village’s infrastructure and with it the redevelopment of the 

shopping precinct and surrounding area. 

 

Other areas of concern to many is reports of ‘Fracking’ in and around us due to the large 

amounts of shale that are under us and the whole of the Vale of Belvoir, so far we have had 

no notification that companies wish to drill around Cropwell Bishop. 

 

A greater concern too many in the south of Rushcliffe but which seems to have passed many 

by in Cropwell Bishop is the spread of Wind Turbines and fields of Solar Panels.  

Planning applications have been submitted that covers the area from Bingham to Melton 

Mowbray with the corridor of the A606being affected in particular and opposition groups 

have consequently been formed. The Parish Council decided not to have a policy on either of 

these items as this may beseen to prejudice any planning applications in our area. 

 

Housing Development / Affordable / Social Housing: 
 

As I reported above we have been spared major development, though earlier in the year 

Persimmon had written to the Parish Council sounding out if there was any support for 

development to the rear of the Memorial Hall. The development of ‘Shelton Close’ on 

Cropwell Butler road is now complete and I hope that the residents find that they do not 

experience the problems the Barlows Close residents have had to endure.   



 

Changes by the government to housing policy now allows developers to reduce the 

percentage of cheaper ‘Affordable Homes’ on each development and these changes also 

allow developers to challenge the section 106 agreements which helps pay for infrastructure 

improvements where large scale development takes place. 

 

The Environment: 

 
I found it ironic that in the week that Notts CC announced that they had approved a long term 

plan to increase recycling by ensuring that there were facilities within easy access to people 

that they then announced that they intended to close the Household Waste Recycling Centre 

at Langar. 

 

At a time when national and local government is attempting to reduce polluting emissions 

from the number of vehicles on the roads, how can it be justified to close a centre that serves 

many local areas which will in turn force more cars onto the roads as people drive to West 

Bridgford? Another implication would be the danger of increased fly tipping taking place if 

this site were to close. 

 

I would like to thank our Village Ranger, Mr Ray Kimpton for the impact he has had on the 

cleanliness of the village since the Parish Council joined the Lengthmans Scheme. 

His extra duties apart from litter picking now include cleaning out ditches and cutting over 

grown hedges and cleaning street gutters.  

 

And of course the Gardening Club members have also made such a difference to the 

appearance of the village and the Pinfold and the Old School garden and their wonderful well 

thought out planting of the Jubilee garden; sometimes we can never thank them enough. 

 

I should also mention the Gardening Club and Allotment Association who have come 

together to bring us the annual Horticultural Show which has doubled in size in a short space 

of time. 

 

Policing  
 

The Local Police Area Group meetings continue to be held on a regular basis and we have 

seen an increase in the number of people attending the meetings though councillors from 

other villages help to make up the numbers but with the same priorities being reset. 

 

In Cropwell Bishop we continue to have a low serious crime rate though we do have spates of 

burglaries and thefts of equipment that we have found to our cost.We also have the odd 

reported anti-social behaviour cases that are mainly down to drinking excessive alcohol. 

Again we have had no reports of any youth crime this year which I can only put down to the 

work done with young people both from the Scouting movement and the village youth club. 

 

Neighbourhood Watch / Speed Watch/ Lorry Watch 
 

Due to the small number of volunteers, Speed Watch had been inactive over the winter 

months but following the first Neighbourhood Watch meeting a number of people have 

volunteered to join us and several times recently they have been out. Given that we are 



instructed not to take the numbers of vehicles travelling at 36mph or below, some vehicles 

are travelling at quite high speeds with an average of 43mph with some as high as 55mph. 

We also met with representatives from Cropwell Butler Parish Council to discuss helping to 

set up a Speed Watch Group in Cropwell Butler and the possible use of our equipment. 

 

I can also report that the Lorry Watch scheme is still under used with only a hand full of 

complaints to me. People can contact the authorities by going to Trading Standards and 

typing in ‘Lorry Watch’ to report online.  

 

Speed Watch Team: Sue Ward, John Hallam, Chris Keast, Nigel Lockley, and Tony Jarrow. 

 

Local Improvement Scheme 
 

The Parish Clerk has made several applications for funding only to find the criteria has been 

changed and the budget dramatically cut and there is now some doubt that this scheme will 

continue to run in its present form. 

 

Entertainment & Activities Group 
 

This year saw us join the Notts County Council sponsored ‘Village Ventures’ with acts such 

as the jazz artiste Kel Elliott and her band, David Mynne and his Rabbit Theatre that brought 

us ‘Great Expectations’. We also brought back the popular band the ‘Ready Steady 60s’ 

The ever popular Annual Quiz and in April the ‘Hot Potato’s Syncopators’, 

Steve & Judith Gelsthorpe and Tim & Jane Travis went in March to Rolleston village hall to 

see a preview of some of this year’s acts and through this we hope to bring more quality 

entertainment to the village, though with the Notts County Council cut backs the subsidy that 

helps us bring these acts to the village may affect the pricing. 

 

The range and variety of the different films and acts that has graced the Old School this year 

is down to the continued hard work of the Entertainments Group. They have been able to 

access the latest films, and we are providing film Matinees that we have are run during half 

term. We have taken notice of our older villagers and are now providing a film of their choice 

at Easter as well as Christmas and if we can get more volunteers we see no reason to run 

regular filmshows for them. A separate report by the Entertainment group will shortly be 

published.  

 

Picnic in the Park: 

 
Hundreds of people attended last year’s Picnic in the Park with an evening of music provided 

by ‘Kaox’ ‘Ultra Violet’ ‘The Most Ugly Child’ and supporting acts with a Finale of 

Fireworks provided by 1
st
 Galaxy. This year promises to be just as good but the sad news is 

Caroline and Andy Howells has announced that this is to be their final presentation. If there is 

someone out there that has the same enthusiasm for organising a show please let us know 

 

Grants: 
 

Play park grant from WREN £27.000 

Transitional Grant from Rushcliffe BC £3225.50p x 2 =£6451. 

Lengthmans Scheme from Notts CC £2.400 

Dog Fouling Campaign Notice Board: 



£250.00 from Cllr R Butler & 

£100 from Cllr G Moore 

 

Village Planting Grants: Received from Cllr R Butler £100 

Cllr Mrs S Bailey £100.Cllr G Moore £100 

 

Cllr Moore has offered a grant of £100 to help start the Neighbourhood Watch group. 

 

The Old School: 

 
Is now fully booked apart from Monday evenings – we have regular bookings from the 

Bridge Club, Zumba, Square Dancing, the village Youth Club and Cinema evenings. 

We have some day time usage with regular booking from a Pilate’s class and companies 

making use of the building for training seminars. Children’s Parties at the weekends have 

increased due to the Clerk having put together entertainment packages for these events and 

we are having entertainment events using professional singers and musicians organised by 

Fern Charity Enterprises. 

 

Memorial Hall: 
 

Following a survey last year I am glad that the Memorial Hall committee have decided to 

plan for a new hall in time to commemorate the centenary of the end of the Great War. 

The Memorial Committee have joined with Post Graduate Students from Nottingham Trent 

University in launching a project to design a replacement to be ready to open on the 11
th

 

November 2018 

 

The Committee and University will hold a public exhibition, to showcase the design 

proposals in June.  

 

I would like to remind people that the Memorial Hall is totally separate from the Parish 

Council and is sustained by fund raising and the occasional grant, and leasing the playing 

field to the Parish Council, and wherever possible we share equipment. 

 

Members of the Hall committee fed over 150 people who attended the Parish Council’s   

Bonfire Night last year and raised £135 for Dove Hospice.  Their Fund Raising Bike Ride 

raised for the Hall Committee £1373 and for the Lincs / Notts Air Ambulance a similar 

amount(£2746) in total. I thank all those who helped over that week-end and look forward to 

seeing you next year. 

 

Youth Activities: 

 
Youth Club: The CKOB have had another successful year with membership staying in 

excess of 100 with attendance of between 35 and 60 young people at each session with the 

club catering mainly for years 6 to 10. All sessions are supervised in and out of the building 

and we provide a wide range of activities from Jewellery making, Baking and Crafts mixed 

with the use of Wii and X Boxes, a Pool table and Computers.  All of this is wholly financed 

by weekly subscriptions as we receive no financial support from Notts County Council Youth 

Service. The club is led by Cllr Jo Wroughton and a small group of volunteers but in order to 

ensure the clubs long term sustainability it needs more parent helpers to help supervise these 

worthwhile activities. 



 

Scouting: 
 

The 1
st
 Cropwell Bishop Scouts now have 2 Beaver Colonies meeting on Thursday and 

Friday evenings which provide stimulating and fun activities for both girls and boys aged 

between 6 / 8 years old. With the forming of 2 colonies there are now vacancies for more 

young children. 

 

Cubs: These cater for boys and girls aged between 8 / 10 1/2 years meeting on Friday evening, 

they follow a programme of exciting activities which have included Fencing, Water Rocket 

making and most recently a week-end camp. 

 

Scouting: Catering for young people between the ages of 101/2 and 14 years whose activities 

are more adventurous and challenging, with the aim of developing the scouts social skills and 

physical attainment. Outdoor activity is a key element and recent activities have included a 

trip which they organised themselves to the National Mining Museum in Wakefield, and they 

will be carrying out a number of hikes and camps over the summer / autumn period with a 

youth hosteling trip in July. The scout section is very lucky to have recruited Kat Meakin as 

Scout Leader in place of Mick Beazley who retired earlier this year. 

 

Explorer Scouts are aged between 14/18 years old and they are encouraged and supported in 

putting their own programme of activities together with a strong emphasis on community 

service. In June Scouting holds a Scout Community Week where groups across the UK are 

encouraged to take part in activities with a community focus which will benefit the place 

where they live. This year Explorers and Scouts, with the support of the Parish Council will 

repaint the Skate Park, the Parish Councils container on the playing field and Santa’s Sleigh. 

 
 

Acknowledgments: 

 
Looking back over the past year with the help of the Parish Plan website I was really 

surprised at the range of activities that have taken place and the number of people who have 

given their time and effort to make this village such good place to live; and for those who I 

have missed thank you. 

 

Cropwell Café: Linda Field, Myra Kendall, Sue Rickells, Margaret Paul, Linda Hamlin, 

Margaret Ironside, Nigel Bacon, Glenys Denby, Angela Hunter, Tracy Barlow, Mell Stanley, 

Elaine Simpkins, Sue Thorpe, Pamela Gale and Hilary Dobbs, Deb Brookes, Pip Edwards, 

Sue Ward, and Glyn Greenwood. 

 
Luncheon Club: Myra Kendall, Margaret Paul, Joan Terrza, Linda Hamlin, and Becky 

Mould. 

 

Cropwell Care: Rosemary Hudson, Jean Robinson, Sarah Mansfield, Linda Hatton and Sue 

Thorpe. 

 
Entertainment & Activities: Jane & Tim Travis, Steve & Judith Gelsthorpe, Howard 

Kendall, Helen & Gerry Humphries, Caroline Trevithick-Howells and Andy Howells. 

 



Parish Councillor: John Greenwood who continues to campaign for improved bus services 

and his pressure for a foot / cycle path on Nottingham Road will shortly be provided. 

Borough Councillors: Cllrs Gordon Moore and Sarah Bailey for their help and financial 

support 

Notts County Councillor: Richard Butler, whose help and support has made many things 

become possible. 

 

Mark & Chantelle Chapman of the Cabinfor their untiring support in supplying tickets for 

all village events. 

 

My thanks to the village Scouts, led by Chris Keast, Youth Leader, Jo Wroughton and 

helpers, to Tony Jarrow and MarieCarter for providing the village Websites, to the 

Parish Councillors who continue to give their time to make a difference to our village. 

 

And my special thanks to our Parish Clerk Janice Towndrow who has continued the hard 

work her predecessor and contributed many unpaid hours of work to make a difference to our 

village. 

 

Finally to the people of Cropwell Bishop who continue to support our efforts to make this a 

community where people wish to raise their families. 

 

Alan Wilson, Chairman. 

 


