
2015 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

 

 

I have decided to start this year’s report on a positive note after another amazing year with 

much being achieved and a high level of community engagement. The Church is celebrating 

its 800th year and the foundations were laid long before the Parish Council and the Welfare 

State came in to being, when the Church was the centre of everyone’s life in Cropwell and at 

that time the only source for Alms (help) and Guidance. Move forward to 2015 and the Church 

is proving that it is still a large part of village life with the village recently raising £1900 on 

one Saturday morning with a Buy Your Birthday fund raiser. Today when many consider the 

Church irrelevant, the village and its Church in one year have raised £58,000 towards the 

£80,000 needed to restore some of its fabric. 

 

Writing of community engagement the Parish Council and Cropwell Bishop Primary School 

led by Head Phil Palmer are still committed to their continued relationship, so much so that I 

attended a Learning Alliance Pupil Parliament at the Heyman School West Bridgford with 

Head of School Phil Palmer and 2 members of the School Council last October 

 

Despite many of our residents supporting our County Councillor Richard Butler’s opposition 

to the closure of Langar Waste Recycling Site the County Council went ahead and closed it, 

leaving many unable to dispose of large household items and the waste from DIY jobs.  

Rushcliffe Borough Council will remove some items but at a cost and now that Streetwise is a 

social enterprise company services are being charged for, which many believe will result in 

increased Fly Tipping. 

 

Building Development: 

 

As I reported in Cropwell News earlier in the year Cropwell Bishop has been spared major 

development with the bulk of development falling on Cotgrave and Bingham.   

There will be development at the edge of the village at the A46 roundabout with further 

agriculture buildings and the building of Anaerobic Digester to supply electricity.   

 

Environment 

 

In August the Parish Council received a copy of a planning application to Notts County Council 

by Chris Allsop Holdings Ltd to import material to fill a void created by the removal of material 

from the old Gypsum works which forms part of the Industrial Park on Kinoulton Road. Since 

then we have received documents with revised amendments which we have replied to opposing 

the application. 

 

Russell Price has agreed to finance the re planting and landscaping of the roundabout adjacent 

to his land near the A46. 

 

Our Village Ranger, Mr Ray Kimpton continues to make an impact on the appearance and 

cleanliness of the village. Since the Parish Council joined the Lengthmans Scheme his duties 

have increased to include cleaning out ditches and cutting over grown hedges and cleaning 

street gutters and road signs. Unfortunately the Lengthmans Scheme is now in doubt after 

September when the present funding from Notts County Council runs out and the PC at present 

does not know if the scheme will continue. 

 



Our Gardening Club members continue to make such a difference to the appearance of the 

village with their work on the Pinfold and the Old School garden and of course their continued 

well thought out planting of the Jubilee garden. They are also involved with the Primary school 

helping the young people with planting. Coming together with Allotment Association the now 

annual Horticultural Show which they jointly organise is growing from strength to strength.  

 

Policing  

 

The Local Police Area Group meetings continue to be held on a regular basis and we have seen 

an increase in the number of people attending the meetings though councillors from other 

villages help to make up the numbers but with the same priorities being reset. The chairman of 

Cotgrave Town Council and I have met to discuss ways of moving the meeting away from just 

setting Speeding priorities and the parking of vehicles on kerbs 

Though we failed to set up a Neighbourhood Watch Group we have a Community Watch 

scheme running on the village Facebook Page with Neighbourhood Alerts given out 

immediately received 

In Cropwell Bishop we continue to have a low serious crime rate though we still have spates 

of burglaries and thefts of equipment. We also have the odd reported anti-social behaviour 

cases that are mainly down to drinking excessive alcohol. 

We have had no reports of any youth crime this year; again I can only put this down to the 

work done with young people from the Scouting movement and the village Youth Club and 

the Parish Councils involvement with the Primary School 

 

Speed Watch  
 

The Speed Watch Team: Tony Jarrow, Sue Ward, John Hallam, Chris Keast and Alan Wilson.  

Due to the small number of volunteers, and the dark mornings Speed Watch has again been 

inactive over the winter months. 

In February Speed Watch Team members Tony Jarrow, John Hallam and I visited Keyworth 

Village Hall at the invitation of the Nottinghamshire Police to be told that the present Speed 

Watch method will no longer run. Instead a new theory of speed reduction is to ‘Educate’ 

speeding motorists using a new vehicle and electronic speed signs paid for out of the money 

paid by speeding motorists, who had to attend a speed awareness course. 

We have been told that we should still go out to monitor speeding vehicles and report them but 

must now book the use of this vehicle and new signs alongside a PCSO to operate them. 

 

Entertainment & Activities Group 

 

Early last year Steve & Judith Gelsthorpe and Tim & Jane Travis went to Rolleston village hall 

to see a preview of some of the acts and through this we have been able to bring more quality 

entertainment to the village, starting with Spilt Milk, Victor and Albert and recently Slim 

Panatellas. Despite some changes due to Notts County Council having to make cuts, the 

subsidy that helps us bring these acts to the village is still being found. In February we had a 

return of the popular band ‘Ready Steady 60s. Other entertainment provided to raise money for 

the Church was ‘The Great Cropwell Home-Grown Variety Show’ the Folk Night and a 

Very popular Pop Quiz provided by Richard Turner. 

 



The range and variety of the different films and acts that has graced the Old School this year is 

down to the continued hard work of the Entertainments Group. They have been able to access 

the latest films, and have provided film Matinees during half term. We are also putting on a 

film show at Christmas for our older villagers and if we can get more volunteers we see no 

reason to run regular film shows for them. A separate report by the Entertainment group will 

once again be published.  

 

The Old School: 

Due to the Clerks efforts the Old School is now fully booked apart from Monday evenings, we 

have regular bookings from the Bridge Club, Zumba, Square Dancing, the village Youth Club 

and Cinema evenings and the Village Ventures evenings. 

We have some day time usage with regular booking from Pilate’s classes. Baby Club and 

Cropwell Care and companies making use of the building for training seminars. Children’s 

Parties at the weekends have increased due to the Clerk having put together entertainment 

packages for these events.  

 

Picnic in the Park: 

Hundreds of people attended last year’s Picnic in the Park with an evening of music provided 

by ‘Kaox’ ‘and supporting acts with a finale of fireworks provided by 1st Galaxy. This year 

promises to be just as good with ticket prices the same as last year but with the format changed.   

 

Youth Activities:  

 

Youth Club:  
 

Youth Club (CKOB) continues to be a busy, noisy place where the members can meet and 

socialise in a safe environment. The evenings attract anywhere between 30 and 50 of our 

youngsters who can get involved in as little or as much as they want to. Many enjoy the 

different craft activities we prepare each week or just relaxing and playing pool in the very 

popular upstairs area. It is proving to be a great place for our younger members (year 6) to 

have a bit of freedom where they can safely hang out with their friends.  The members 

continue to be a great set of children to mix with whose behaviour to each other and the 

volunteers is a credit to them. Our regular volunteers are Jane Miller, Angela Hallam, 

Alan Wilson, Elaine Mellor, Jess Molineaux and Natalie Pearson We are still supported by 

and are very grateful to our village butcher, Gary Jowett, who donates hot food for our ever-

eating members! We also provide volunteering places for village children doing their Duke of 

Edinburgh awards and at the moment John Glover and Will Talbot are a great help. More 

details can be found on our website www.ckob.co.uk.  If you would like to visit us or 

volunteer you are most welcome. Jo Wroughton 07891 694541 

 

Scouting: 

 

The 1st Cropwell Bishop Scouts: The Explorer Scouts Section continues to grow, catering for 

young people between the ages of 14 and 18 years, offering the opportunity to take part in the 

Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme as well as a range of local, national and international 

Scouting events. This year the members have completed their Young Leaders Course which 

enables them to help with the younger sections, confident in their abilities whilst completing 

work towards their Duke of Edinburgh Award. 

Unfortunately after efforts to find new leaders and helpers the Group have had to merge the 2 

Beaver Colonies which under Scout rules can only have a maximum of 24 Beaver Scouts within 

http://www.ckob.co.uk/


the Group leaving many unhappy youngsters wishing to join. If you want to know more or can 

offer help contact cropwell_scouts@btinternet.com  

 

Grants 

Cllr Gordon Moore:  £100 for Scout Action Week Painting 

   £100 for WW1 Commemorative Planting 

Cllr Sarah Bailey: £100 for Scout Action Week Painting 

   £100 for Traffic Solution on Brownhill Close   

Cllr Richard Butler £350 for Traffic Solution on Brownhill Close 

Rushcliffe BC  £250 for Traffic Solution on Brownhill Close 

   £200 for Commemorative Planting 

 

Acknowledgments: 

To the Memorial Hall Committee who continue to work tirelessly for the village. 

Cropwell Care: Sarah Mansfield, Linda Hatton and Sue Thorpe. 

And a sad fare well to Rosemary Hudson one of the originators of Cropwell Care 

Cropwell Café: Linda Field, Myra Kendall, Sue Rickells, Margaret Paul, Linda Hamlin, 

Margaret Ironside, Nigel Bacon, Glenys Denby, Angela Hunter, Tracy Barlow, Elaine 

Simpkins, Sue Thorpe, Pamela Gale, Hilary Dobbs, Deb Brookes, Pip Edwards, Sue Ward, 

Julie Rockcastle, and Glyn Greenwood. 

Luncheon Club: Myra Kendall, Margaret Paul, Joan Terrza, Linda Hamlin, and Becky Mould.  

Fern Charity: Elaine Robinson and Mell Stanley who have raised money for charities and 

Church by putting on a wide range of music to suit all tastes. 

Entertainment & Activities: Jane & Tim Travis, Steve & Judith Gelsthorpe, Howard Kendall, 

Helen & Gerry Humphries, Jan Towndrow, Bob Stanley and myself. 

Parish Councillor: John Greenwood who has fought and continues to a campaign for 

improved bus services. 

Borough Councillors: Cllrs Gordon Moore and Sarah Bailey for their help and financial 

support 

Notts County Councillor: Richard Butler, whose help and support has made many things 

become possible. 

Mark & Chantelle Chapman of the Cabin for their untiring support in supplying tickets for 

all village events. 

My thanks to the village Scouts, led by Chris Keast, Youth Leader, Jo Wroughton and 

helpers.  

Tony Jarrow, Marie Carter and Darrel Towndrow for providing the village Websites  

So much more is being added to village life by these sites, which are able to report and send 

information quickly.  

 

 

To the Parish Councillors who have decided not to continue: Howard Kendall who has 

decided to retire, Matt Wright who is moving to Grantham and Julie Page who has moved to 

Scarrington. For the remaining and new councillors I thank you for giving your time to make 

a difference to our village. 

mailto:cropwell_scouts@btinternet.com


  

And my special thanks to our Parish Clerk Janice Towndrow who has continued her hard 

work despite studying for and passing her ILCA and working towards achieving CiLCA; Janice 

continues to contribute many unpaid hours of work to make a difference to our village. 

. 

Finally to the people of Cropwell Bishop who continue to support our efforts to make this a 

community that people wish to raise their families. 

 

Alan Wilson, Chairman. 

 
 


